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Graphs can be a useful tool or they can also be a useful tool for the wrong reasons. Graphs can be depicted in numerous ways, but are usually used or presented to display a visual point of a person's data. The graph I chose depicts the steady rise of the temperature on Earth. The steady rise of the temperature is a detrimental thing to happen and will eventually lead to global disasters. This is not limited to extreme weather, droughts and the melting of the polar ice caps. This will cause the seas to rise and make superstorms form more frequently. This is a known occurrence, but the person who made the graph uses a large amount of temperatures on the y-axis. Even though the temperature is rising only decimals, it is still a drastic change for our planet, but the person used an effective way to make people who don't pay close enough attention to data believe that global warming is not affecting us. If the graph used the average temperature and the few intervals around the number, it would look much worse and convey the point of other people who claim the rise is not good and needs to be addressed as soon as possible. Graphs can always be depicted in numerous ways and can also be viewed in a number of ways. Graphs should be used as a helpful tool and not a way to deceive people, who don't totally understand a topic or how to read data properly.
Sam.
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For my graph I chose data that was released by Tesla when they were testing the Model S against the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) standards for safety. The graph shows that against the relative risk score (RRS) set by the NHTSA the model S scored 5 stars meaning it is a very safe car for the passengers when the vehicle is involved in an accident. The most misleading aspect of the line graph is how the line goes down as it is entering the 5 star category. Without understanding the lower the RSS score the better, one may assume as the line goes from left to right the model S is actually failing the test. In order to address this issue I would have the data on the graph from highest to lowest. This way the graph wouldn’t show a decline as you read it from left to right.

